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Tue establishment of a direct intercourse with 
the more Northerly States on the ast Coast of Sumatra 
is an event of recent occurence. The more Southerly 
and most important state on that Coast however, Siack, 
which exercises a paramount authority over the whole as 
far as Tinian, has been known te us for some time past, 
as a place of considerable trade, 
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About #’year after Ping. was elevated’ to the rank of 
a Presidency, Mr. John Scott was deputed:to Siacky for 
the purpose of entering. into a contract for the supply of 
Timbers Mr. F. Garling was also seut in b807 and'Me. 
Lyuch in 1808. The report of the latter gentleman. 
tended much to extend our geographical’ knowledge of. 
that Coast, but he represented: the moral condition of the 
Chiels in very unfavorable colours and the people so- 
hostile to friendly relations, from their universal attach= 
ment to Piracy, that the Government was deterred from 
establishing a close and more intimate commercial inter= 
course between this Island and the numerous ports which: 
line the Eastern Coast. A very considerable supply of 
excellent Timber was procured for the constructioir of 
His Majesty’s Frigate Malacca, and H. C. Ship Inglis 
of 1,200 Tons, both built at this Island. 

When the intelligence of the expected transfer of Maw 
lacea to the Dutch reached Pinang it became necessary 
to make such arrangements with some of the principal 
Chiefs in this neighbourhood, as would prevent the Ne~ 
therlands Government from entering into monopolies, as 
there was but too just grounds for apprehending they 
would endeavour te do. The Resident of Malacca, Mas 
jor (now Colonel) Farquhar was deputed as Agent by 
the Pinang Government to Siack, amongst other places 
in 1818, with this view, and madeatreaty with the King.* 
The Ambassador was received with every demonstration 

* Vide appendix, Nos ts 
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_ of respect and nvatters appeared-more inviting for establish- 
ing a beneficial commercial intercourse. The Rajah 
expressed the utmost desire to improve his connexion 
with the British. Government. The Supreme Govern- 
‘ment subsequently gave authority to the Pinang Govern 
meat to form a British Settlement at Siack, should such 
& measure appear to be expedient. 

In 1819 the Chiefs of Delli, Sirdang and Assahan opens 
eda correspondence with the Governor which indicated 
a desire of improving their relations with this Govern« 
ment and the Netherlands Government having oceupied 
Rhio, Malacca and Padang and used their utmost efforts 
to divert to these ports, the greatest portion of the Trade 
of Sumatra, it was considered necessary to remind the 
Native Chiefs of the more reciprocally beneficial and 
hiberal course of measures pursued by the British Go« 
vernment, 

{t was deemed therefore, that without the danger of 
embarrassment with the disputes of any of the Native 
Chiefs, the time was arrived when the Government of 

_ Pinang might endeavour to procure a more extensive 
and intimate knowledge of the ports and people in this 
neighbourhood and even to derive, by a judicious course 
of measures, some permanent commercial advantages for 
this Establishment. For this purpose Mr. Ibbetsen of the 
Civil Service was selected to proceed as Commissioner, 
and he sailed {rom Pinang in June, 1820, accompanied 
by the late Captain (then Lieutenant) Crooke of the 20th 
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Regiment Bengal Native Infantry as his Assistant and 
Surveyor, and the Reverend Mr. Hutchings, ‘Chaplain of 
this Presidency, as a Volunteer. 

‘he Commissioner was directed to visit the. whole of 
the [astern Coast of Sumatra from Timian to Jawbi in 
order to execute the following objects: 

Ist. ‘To Coast the Shores and ascertain as far as poss 
sible, their character ‘and navigation, commencing at the 
River Jambi, the Southernmost place and port. 

2nd. To visit every port or place of any consequence 
on the Coast, collect the best information on the spot 
concerning its natural commercial advantages, the extent 
and nature of its resources, productions, Imports and Ex- 
ports, the precise nature of the revenue and authority of 
Government, the number, character and principal oc 
cupations of its Inhabitants, the principal articles forme 
ing its staples as well as those of foreign commerce in 
demand there, the nature and extent of its intercourse 
with the countries in the interior (especially Menangka- 
bau) and every attainable information respecting the cha= 
racter, pursuits and wants of the Inhabitants of the 
interior. countries. 

3rd. ‘To wait on every respectable Chief on that Coast 
and ascertain as far as possible, his character and habits, 
and the nature and extent of his jurisdiction, to apprize 
him of the sincere desire of the Pinang Government to 
establish a friendly and mutually beneficial commercial 
intereourse between Pinang and his State, and of the 
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anxious wish of the Governttent te suppress and discou- 
rage the scandalous system* of Pirdey, and further invite 
him by every consistent inducement to join the British 
Government in accomplishing these desirable objects, 

4th. 'To endeavour to: presuade each Chief on that 
Coast of the advantage and policy of fixing a regulae and 
moderate rate of duties to be levied on the commerce of 
his port, instead of the existing mischievous system of ar« 
bitrary duties and presents in kind, exacted from tra= 
ders and commandérs of Vessels; with this view, to obe 
tain, if possible, a document under the hand and Seal of 
each. Chief and those of his principal nobles, stipulating 
that the subjects of the British Government who resort to 
his port, shall in future pay customs, duties and all other 
charges according toa fixed and settled rate in the sane 
manner as his own subjects, and all other persons visiting 
his port are required to pay, and that they shall be per- 
mitted to go to whatever part of his dominions they think 
proper, either to buy or sell in person or by their Agents 
‘at any time, and that they are on no account to be stop- 
ped, molested or oppressed while so engaged and de- 
meaning themselves peaceably. The Chiefs might also 
be apprized that similar immunities had always been 
afforded at Pinang to the Merchants and mariners belong- 
ing to their respective dominions. 

5th. To visit every River on that Coast, ascend and 
ascertain, as far as possible, its course and navigation, the 
extent and nature of the trade it conveys from and to the 
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interior and the: situation and: character‘of the places to 
which it is carried.. : 

The Commissioner was cautioned not to involve hime 
self in any. disputes which. might subsist between the dit. 
ferent Native Chiefs, and not to pursue any measures: 
calculated. to.interfere with the Netherlands authorities at 
Palembang. The principal objects of his Mission were 
in fact stated to be, 

First and. Chiefly, to: obtain by means of a responsible 
and. accredited: Agent, an authentic; exact and unbiassed 
account of the resources and condition. of: the different 
States on that Coast.. 

Secondly, To-prevent Malacca, and Rhio from engross= 
ing the Trade hitherto flowing from Siack andthe Eastera. 
Coast to Pinang. 

Thirdly, To ascertain if it were practicable, as suppose 

ed by many, fo bring down again to the Eastern side af 
' Sumatra the Trade from Menangkahau, and the reported 
flourishing countries in the interiors. it being certain that 
the course of that trade flowed through. the large Rivers 
of Siack, Indrigiri, &c. before it was diverted to the 
Dutch Settlement of Padang and the West Coast, and 
Lastly, to collect every information respecting the pros 
ductions of the interior countries said to abound’ with 
Gold Mines, and also respecting the extent and nature 
of the navigation of the three large Rivers of Siack, In= 
drigiri and Jambi, said by Natives to communicate with 
each other in the centre of Sumatra, 
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To enable him to convey in return to the Native Chiefs 
and people every useful: information regarding Pinang, 
the Commissioner was furnished with Copies of a Price 
Current, in a simple and compendious form, in the Ma- 
lay Language, exhibiting the duties levied at Pinang, the 
time and: nature of the demand for Malay produce and a 
description of the principal European and Indian manus 
factures procurable at Prince of Wales Island. 

The Commissioner was apprized that the dominions of 
Siack were repored to extend from Timian to Rantow, 
a place opposite the Island of Lingin, but that the aus 
thority of Siack was much divided by the independent 
power of numerous Petty Chiefs, with most of whom it. 
would be expedient for him to communicate. The coufl« 
try between Rantow and Jambi was said to be subject to 
the Rajah of Lingin. The Government stated that it 
would have been reluctant to depute an Agent to any 
part of the dominions of that Chief had it not felt assured 
that the objects ofsuch a mission being purely commer 
cial, its friendly visit could not by any means clash against 
the political powers of any neighbouring British Govern, 
ment. The Commissioner was therefore directed to keep 
that feeling in view, in executing such objects as his 
Mission might call for in that quarter, 

in addition to the objects before enumerated, Mr. 
Ibbetson was directed to collect every information with 
respect to the natural history and antiquities of the coun- 
tries he might visit, the state of their soil and the nature 
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and extent of their cultivation, the customs or faxes levied, 
and the principal arts practised by: the Inhabitants; be 
was also ordered to procure” by’ purchase or otherwise 
specimens ‘of every manufacture or work of art which 
might be worthy of remark on account of the skill of the 
natives and rareness or excellence of the materials, A 
variety of drugs and mediciual herbs had been imported 
from these countries, and a knowledge of their qualities, 
as well as acollection of any particularly useful or rare, 
were stated to be objects deserving uf his particular ate 
tention. 

That portion of duty allotted to Lieutenant Crooke 
was to keep a Metereological and Topographical diary 
and collect information on the Climate, Geography, and 
‘Military establishments, if any,as well as to ascertain the 
Military advantages in point of situation, and defence of 
the. different harbours and maritime ports and the best 
means of securing the navigation of the larger Rivers. 

‘ Lieut. Crooke was directed also to define the Latitude 
and Longitude of all the places the Mission might touch 
at and if possible to construct a Map of the Country and 
Chart of the Coast. 

An ample supply of presents, consisting chiefly of Bri- 
tish Manufactures, such as Broad Cloth, Chintzes and 
Muslins was provided for the purpose of exciting a taste 
for these articles amongst the chiefs and people. Scienti- 
fic and Mathematical Instruments were also furnished. 
Books with Plates—Horsburgh’s and Dalrymple’s Charts 
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of the Straits of Malacca‘ together with Testaments and 
Religions tracts in the Malayan: language and other 
Books calculated: to promote’ useful knowledge and difs 
fuse geographical information amongst the natives were 
also ordered to be carried with the Commissioner. A pilot 
and competent establishment with a guaed ef 19 soldiers 
accompanied the Mission and nothing. was omitted likely 
to secure the full suecess of the enterprize. 

The Mission quitted: Pinang on the 5th June, and ara 
rived at Jambi on qe Sth July, leaving that place on the 
13th without seeing the Sultan, The Commissioner was 
attacked with fever and ague and on his arrival at the 
mouth of the Jambi River, his illness became so serious 
that he was forced to proceed to Singapore for Medical e 
Assistance. He remained there twenty days and being 
partially recovered he sailed in prosecution of his duty, 
but two days after quitting Singapore, he had a relapse, 
He persevered however, aud touched at Assahan and Delli, 
and delivered the letters he had in charge. At the former 


place he arrived on the 23rd August and the latter on the 
29th when finding his health again getting worse he sail« 
ed for Pinang, and arrived on the 4ih September, having 
been absent exactly 3 Months, 

Two years elapsed after the unfortunate termination 
of this Mission before the Government, anxious to obtain 
some more precise knowledge of the navigation of a 
Coast, so little explored by Europeans, despatched the 


H.C. Cruizer Nautilus, ia April 182%. The survey 
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from Diamond Point to:Siack, which: was but partial in 
some places, from the limited time allowed, (only thrée 
months) was satisfactorily. perfortned'by Lieutenants Rose 
and Moresby of the Honorable Company's Bombay Mas 
rine, who exeeuted three Charts. and drew up sailing 
directions for that Coast. The surveyors touched at two 
or three places only, viz. Batubara, Delli, and Bubon, 
for the purpose of procuring supplies. 

From the year 1817-18 the trade from the East Coast 
continued much. upon the increase: —the imports of Pepe 
per alone had risen from 800 Piculs i I8F7-18 to 
30,000 Piculs in 1829-23, Several small Vessels belong 
ing to Pinang had fireceeded to the northerly ports for 

ecargoess the Coinmanders were well treated and the Go« 
vernment felt anxious to make another attemapt to esta~ 
blish a better acquaintance with the Chiefs and obtain, 
if possible, some more precise information respecting the 
several States on that Coast. ‘Fhe Natives had evinced 
an encreasing predeliction for and exported annually 
large quantities of our Wooltens and other Manufactures. 

The Governor had for sometime .kad it in view to 
adopt some measures for improving:.and consolidating 
these advantageous and notorious results, but having 
heard from unquestionable authority that these places 
had excited the jealousy and aetivity of the neighbours 
ing Dutch Government of Malacca, which was reported 
to be about to depnte Agents to the different States on 
the East Coast of Sumatra, in view to offer allurements 


YHH STATES ON THE EAST COAST. OF suUMATLA, I} 


to the traders of that Cowittry. f° direct their valuable 
and daily increasing-Commeréé’ frouy Pinang to the Set. 
tleinent of Malacea,. the Government resolved at once 
on deputing an Agent to visit all the Countries betweea 
Diamond Point and Siack inclusive, for the purpose of 
anticipating the Netherlanders and keeping the Chiefs 
of that Coast faithful to their relations with Pinang. Ade 
verting to Mr, Anderson's commercial and general in« 
formation as well as other attaioments, the Governor 
Was not aware oany Gentlewan whom he could select 
better qualified to accomplish that inyportant service, 

Mr. Anderson was accordingly directed to parcha.e 
a smalt Vessel for the service, the Brig Jessy, and make 
preparations for his immediate departure. In regard to 
instructions much was left to Mr. Anderson’s owa dis 
cretion, but the Governor desired that he would keep in 
view the following as the principal objects of the Mission. 

To assure the Chiefs of all the States between Diamond 
Poiut and Siack inclusive, of the anxious and sincere dis 
position of the Pinang Government to cultivate the most 
cordial relations with them, To point out to them fairly 
the different course of action which has always been pur+ 
sued towards them by the British and Netherlands aue 
thorities. ‘I'v promise them and their commerce, on all 
occasions, every consistent protection, encouragement and 
facility at this port. To instruct them as to the precise nas 
ture and demands of the market at Pinang. To hold out to 
them eyery inducewent to increase their industry and exs 
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tend their agriculture; as weil as their exports to the 
British Settlements... To obtain,.if possible, the same pri- 
vileges and easy access-in their states to our manufactures 
and objects of trade,.as we bad always given. to chem, and 
with this view it would-be deemed highly beneficia) if they 
could be prevailed upon. to-forego their strong. prejudice 
in favor of the Spanish Dollar and receive our Sicca. 
Rupees and smaller’ Coins. Lastly, to employ every are 
gument and persuasion to prevent them from eateriug. 
isto any Monopolies or exclusive contracts, or intoang 
poluical engagements with the Datel 

Whilst executing the abovementioned objects Mr. Ane 

derson was directed to endeavour to collect for the infor 
' mation of Government, an authentic account of the state 
of each country which he might visit, of its agriculture, 
manufactures and commerce and particularly a descrip= 
tion of the habits and tastes of its fuhabitants, in furthers 
ance of which objects he was furnished with a copy of the 
instructions given to Mr. Ibbetson and. of the Charts exe= 
cuted by the Officers of the Hl. C. Cruizer Nautilus, He 
was directed also on his return to visit the ports of Sas 
Jengore, Burnam and Perak on the Peninsula of Malacca, 
and he was enjoined not to interfere ia any political dis 
cussions existing between the Native Chiefs or undertake 
any measure calculated to produce collison between the 
Pinang Government and the Netherlanders. 


Mr. Anderson quitted Pinang ou the 9th January 1823, 
and on the 4th arrived on the Coast of Sumatra near 


, rn io a a ae 
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Mr. Anderson visited was Delli. Here be found the 
Sultan engaged in hostilities with some refractory Chiefs 
in the interior. "There was a temporary stoppage of trade 
and the enemy had felled a great number of trees on 
the banks of the smaller streams which prevented 
the Battas bringing the Pepper and other produce from 
the interior, In this discouraging state the Embassador 
found the Country on his arrival. .The importance of 
the Delli state to Pinang, from the large quantity of Pep= 
per obtainable there, rendered it highly expedicat in 
Mr, Anderson’s estimation, to endeavour by all possible 
means, to effect an amicable adjustment of the differs 
ences. He felt satisfied that his interposition could be 
viewed in no other light than as evincing a desire to 
restore the Commerce of the Country to its former pros« 
perous condition, 

Under that impression he set ont npon a journey to 
the encampment of the Sultan of Delli at Kota Java, 
The enemy was posted on the opposite side of the River 
within Mu:qnet shot. They consented to an interview 
with him and hostilities were suspended during the 3 
days that Mr. Anderson wa: endeavouring, by every cone 
ciliatory argument and persuasion to reconcile them te 

_each other. Both parties seemed satisfied with the part 
he touk and each conceded alittle. The River was shortly 
alter this freed from faterruptions and peace and harmony 
restored. 
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The Sultan of Delli. expressed;. as hevhad. frequently 
done before, his anxious desire to cultivate a close cons 
nexion with Pinang: and to conciliate the good will of the 
Briti-h Government... He has aiready reaped extensive 
benefits from tie trade with Pinang and was so fully sen= 
sible of its advantages to himself and his country that it 
required no arguments to convince him of the policy of 
giving encouragement to commerce and to the extension. 
of agriculture. ‘The rapid encrease of produce, which 
had been nearly 15 fold during the last 4 years, proves the 
sincerity of his inteutions and. the prudence and policy of 
his rule. 

He was too sensible of the liberality and generous: dise 
position of the British Government to be induced to form 
political: connexiens voluntarily, with the Dutch or any 
other powers, or to make any engagements having the 
most indirect tendency to prejudice the interests of the 
Settlement of Pinang. he Commissioner remarked, that 
in his opinion, the close vicinity of Delli to Pinang was 
the best guarantee thatthe chief commerce would sub~ 
sist between the two ports and that Pinang would always 
be the principal depot for the valuable produce of that 
state. The long and tedious voyage down the Straits at 
certain seasons of the year and the apprehension of Pi- 
rates rendered it improbable that the Pepper produce of 
Delli would be materially diverted from Pinang, unless 
there were active interference on the part of the Dutch, 
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*’ The greatest difficulty and discouragement to which 
the Pepper trade had been subject, had arisen from the 
extreme aversion of the Batta cultivators to- receive in 
payment, any otherthan’ Dollars of Carolus 3rd and 4th 
which have a remarkably large and full bust; the Fer« 
dinands the 7th being all small and spare. This may 
appear a prejudice almost incredibles but such was the 
case and the consequence’ was that the favorite Dollars 
seldom bore a less premium than 2 and 3 per Cent. and 
their sgarcity hat frequently been so great, as to render it 
impossible to purchase the cargoes of boats which arrived 
from places where the objection existed to the receipt 
of small Dollars, as the Ferdinands were called. The 
scarcity of course daily encreased, for the Battas horde 
up all the money they receive, either concealing the Dol- 
Jars or melting them and making them into ornaments, 
and not a Dollar left the country again. 

Mr. A nderson, after considerable trouble and long 
conferences with the Battas themselves, using every are 
gument to persuade them of the advantages which would 
result fromthe superior facilities of disposing of cargoes 
at Pinang and by convincing them that the Dollars were 
allof equal intrinsic value, succeeded in inducing the 
Batta Chief, Rajah Sebahija Linga, of the tribe Karau 
Karau and the head of the Pepper planters in the interior 
of Delii, to consent that all Dollars should pass indiscrie 
minately in his dominions, and he gavethe Agent a writ- 
ten engagement in conjunction with the Sulta nof Delli to 
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that effect.¥ The Sultan-had frequently attempted (o over~ 
come their foolish prejudicies, but could never suceced. 
These Chiefs ‘also promised that so soon as the people in 
the interior had. become reconciled to this change, they 
would use their best efforts to introduce the currency of 
Rupees and other small coins, as an additional encourage~ 
ment to trade, 

As a more convincing proof of the Sultan of Delli’s , 
desire to maintain a friendly relation with Pinang, he 
tendered to the Agent an engagement} that hg would 
not permit the Dutch or any other power to settle in his 
Country or in any of the minor states dependant upon 
his authority, viz, Bulu China and Perehoots. that he 
would make no exclusive contracts or engagements re~ 
hating to trades that he would continue the same friend= 
ly relations with Pinangs that he would not alter or vary 
the duties, as formerly fixed by a Schedule scent to the 
Pinang Government, that Traders from Pinang should 
be at liberty to buy and sellin any part of his duminions. 
and be free aad unmelested,—so that all descriptions 
of goods might be imported into the Country, and that he 
would endeavour to introduce the currency of the Island; 

At Delli, as well as every port or place visited by the 
Commissioner, he was received with the most unbound 
ed confidence and that marked respect which any Agent 
from the British Government would doabtless experience 


* Vue Aoweedix, Ny 2, 


tt Vide Dine, Nu 3. 
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from all the Chiefs of that Coast which feeling - proceeds 
from a real attachment to the English Government, which 





in all its intercourse and correspondence with them has ; 
ever shewn the greatest consideration,—a readiness alo 
to attend to their little wants and to assist their subjects s 
in their intercourse with Pinang. 

The Agent proceeded from Delli to Bulu China, from 
whence large quantities of Pepper have, for some years 
past, been imported into Pinang. -The young Chief Sule 
tan Ahmed, was a considerable distance up the River, 
at his Pepper Gardens, at a place called Kallumpang, 
whence Mr, Anderson afterwards travelled, through a rich 
and lusuriant Country along the banks of a fine clear 
River to Soonghal, the residence of the Orang Kaya, 
whose plantations of Pepper are very extensive. There 
Was an appearance ofa very abundant Crop both of Grain 
and Peppers the former they were reaping and the latter 
just beginning to pluck. Many Prows were loading and 
waiting for cargoes. "his is a beautiful Country, 

The Orang Kaya and the Chief of Bula China gave 
the Agent similar assurances with the Sultan of Delli, 
except that they would not positively engage to introduce 
the curreney, althongh they would endeavour to do so, 
The Agent estallished so good an understanding with 
these Chiefs that they came down the River, with a large . 
party of Battas, to pay a visit to the Brig lying in Kwala 
Kapala Anjing and afierwards accompanied the Azent 
to take a look at the sea, which they had never before 
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seen. The Agent stated it as his opinion, from his owa 
observations and the information of the natives, that the 
produce of that Country would, in the course of a few 
years, be prodigious and would soon equal, if mot exceed 
_ that of the West Coast; to such an extent were the ins 
habitants carrying on the cultivation of Pepper. 

Sirdang, a few leagues to the Southward of Delli, was 
the next place visited by Mr. Anderson, He waited 
some days for the arrival of the Sultan Besar, (as the 
Chief is styled) and eventually ascended the River to 
meet him at Kampong Besar. The letter from the Go» 
vernor was received with every demonstration of respect 
and the reply* fully evinces the disposition of the Chief, 
The same anxious manifestation of a wish to conciliate 
and the same feelings of respect and attachment to the 
English, particularly to Pinang, with which a lucrative 
and advantageous trade had been, for several years, 
carried on, marked his reception of the Mission, The 
Country possesses. many advantages and there was 
‘an appearance of quiet content, peaceful industry and 
a@ uumerous population extremely pleasing, while the 
number of small Vessels lying loaded in the River, de« 
noted the flourishing condition and prosperity of the place. 

At this place the Agent met many Chiefs from the neigh« 
, bouring small states and from the interior. 

After returning to the Brig. lying in the Bulu China 
River, the Agent proceeded to Langkat, a celebrated 

* Vide Appendix, New 4 
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Pepper port about 30° miles to, the Northward’ of Delli. 
This Country was involved in a civil war; but the Agent 
delivered the letter to the Rajah.and received from him 


an engagement* which he forwarded with a very civil 
and’ complimentary: letter both to the Agent and the 
Governor of Pinang, to am effect nearly similar to the 
others, evincing’ the same disposition to’ encourage the 
resort of ‘Traders: from: Pinang and’ a desire to encrease 
the Commerce’ between the two Countries. 

The Chiefs at Bubon: and Batang-Sarangan, near the 
mouth-of the Langkat River, expressed the same wisp 
to improve the connexion with Pinang. Indeed but one 
feeling seemed. to pervade’ the whole of the Chiefs with 
whom the Agent negotiated. They have long enjoyed 
a beneficial Commerce with Pinang and have but little 
inclination to try a change. It may perhaps, be a sub- 
ject of wonder, that this large and populous Country of 
Langkat, the produce of which has long been found and 
esteemed in Europe, America and China as of a superior 
. quality, had never been visited by any European during 
the long period that has elapsed since Pinang was taken 
possession of and lying as it does on the opposite Coast ’ 
almost directly parallel. 

Here too the Agent endeavoured to reconcile the hos- 
tile parties; but he was not quite so successful as on a 
former occasion, although each seemed duly to appreciate 
the motives for his interference and hoth lent a willing 

7 Vide Appendix, Now $. 
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ear to his suggestions, which, alihongh not immediately: 
adopted, be observed made a considerable impression and 
the expectations he expressed to the Government of an 
adjustment soon following, have since been happily rea~ 
lized. * 

The Agent took the opportunity of removing an erro« 
neous impression which was understocd to be entertained 
by the Rajah of Langkat regarding the part the Pinang 
Government had taken in his dispute with the Sultan of 
Delli. There is little doubt the Sultan endeavoured to 
impress a belief that he had the support of the Govern- 
ment, or at least, its assent to displacing the Rajah of 
Langkat. The Agent not only pointed out to the Sultan 
6: Nelli the extreme impropriety of permitting such an 
ifle ‘and preposterous report to be circulated, but expli- 
cidly stated to the Chiefs of Langkat the impartial and 
independent part the British Government took in cuca 
differences; that it did uot interfere except so far as en-. 
‘deavouring, by friendly persuasion and shewing them the 
advantages of peace, to reconcile the contending parties, 
It was not difficult to remove the impression from the 
minds of those people, who had never experienced any 
thing but indulgence in theic intercourse with Pinang, 


There is a place well calenlated for a Settlement at the 
mouth of the Langkat River, called Ujong Dammar, a 
fiuae high projecting point, forming a prominent land 
mark, which is uncommon in this quarter. The Dutch 
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applied for this spot to establish a factory upon several 
years ago, : 

Batubara was the next’ ‘principal port: visited by the 
Mission, After waiting two days, the Chiefs from the 
several Districts assembled and’ the Letter’ from the Go- 
vernor of Pinang was received, ag the first from that Go-« 
vernment, with ‘great ceremony’ and’ an’ appearance of 
uncommon: satisfaction by. the ‘following’. Chiefs,. fin the 
absence ofthe Rajah Bindahara) -vizi Sri Maharaja Lela, 
Data Sri: Maharajah; Datu Samoawangsa,: Datu Pesisir 
and ‘Tamungong.- These Chiefs also- tendered engage. 
meats that they would not permit any European Nation 
to settle in- any part of Batubara, or its Dependencies 
of Bedagai, Pegoorawan, Separi-pari or Tanjong and 
they expressed their intention of encouraging the resort 
to Pinang of their trading Prows from Delli and other 
places. They gave the Agent also an assurance (under 
their hands and seals) of their protection.and assistance 
to any Vessels that may: be in distress on their Coasts 
‘and of affording every facility to enable them to return, 
to their own ports. They also promised a free admis« 
sion of any Merchandize into their Country by Merchants 
or Traders from the British Settlements, free of duties 
or exactions whatever, their aim being to encourage 
Traders to frequent their Country; and lastly they pro- 
elaimed thronghout the state, during the Agent’s stay, 
that the currency of Rupees, Sukus and Talis was estax 
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blished and requested the Government would notify the 
same to.the Native Mercantile community. of Pinang, 
The Tohabitants of Batubara are” very dumerous and 
possess a degree of intelligence and energy not common 
amongst the generality: of. the Natives of. that Coast, 
‘They are all -much-addicted to trade and Manufactures 
of Silk Cloth, and” may be said. to be the carriers of the 
produce from the several fértile states atong.these shores. 
They obtain their trading funds principally in. advancey. 
‘from the Chinese and other. Merchants of Pinang and 
Singapore, and consequently. have every inclination to 
listen to any proposals. calculated. to. strengthen. their. con 
nesion with these Settlements. ‘The Country itself: exe 
~ports but litle except Rattans and the fine Silk Clothsy 
for which it has long been famouss. also Salt Fish and: 
a few Horses aud Slaves, ‘The Natives of the interior 
are a peculiarly untractable and ferocious race of Battas,. 
(Cannibals.) © ‘The Prows of Batubara flock in nume- 
bers to Delli, Sirdang, Langkat and the other Pepper 
‘ports and to Assahan, from whence they bring large 
quantities of produce to Pinang, 

Several suggestions were made by the Chiefs of Batu~ 
bara for the improvement of the commerce between these 
‘states and the British Settlements and for the purpose of 
checking that extensive system of Piracy which prevails 
at present.’ There are annually fleets of Pirate Prows 
-which come up from: Rhio, Lingin and Singapore and 
‘die in wait for the defenceless Prows, plundering thein of 
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all they posvess'and mutdering'or carrying away as Slares, 
all on board. The principal-object so much desired: by 
them, is the: establishment of a small force at the Island 
of Pankour, near the Dindings, the favorite resort of Pi« 
rates in theseStraits. The Chicfs of Batubara:as well as 
all the Rajahs along the Coast, pagticularly requested the 
Agent to solicit the protection’ of the’ Pinang Government 
to their Prows in that quarter. fonvense numbers of 
human lives are annually sacrificed and valuable property 
lost, by the attacks of there merciless marauders, who lie 
in waitin the Creeks and Rivers and issue out when they 
observe a favorable opportunity for attack. During the 
prevalence’ of the: strong Northwest Winds, in Octobes 
and November, the Prows from Deili, Langkat and other 
-ports to the Northward are generally driven down to the 
Sambilung fstands and are obliged to coast along the 
Perak Shore to this place. A small Military post theres 
fore, would afford protection to their trading Prows, which 
are frequently in want of repairs and waterand dare not 
venture near these Islands untess compelled by stress of 
Weather, aud it would give great encouragement and 
stimulus to others who are often deterred from embark- 
ing in commercial speculations and such hazardous en« 
. terprizes, from the dread of losing their lives andthe hard 
earnings perhaps of many years, 
From Batubara the Agent proceeded direct to Assahan, 
the King of which place was four days journey up the 
‘River, which affurded Mr. Anderson an opportunity of 
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seeing that very rich and . populous country, of which less 

bas hitherto been Knowa:'than most of the other Settle- 

ments in that quarter.. The Agent met-with a very hos- 

pitable reception: and obtained. from the Chiefs written 

ascurances of their desire to forward the objects of ihe = 
Mission. The eurrency was also introduced into this - 
country by the engagement of the Chief and into its mi-~ 
nor dependencies of Sitow Lidong and Qualloo, 

The Agent having learnt at Assahan that the Chiefs: 
of Beelah, Panei and: Tanah: Putih imthe Recean River, 
the only 3 principal ports between that place and Siack 
were at the time at the latter place, there being a dan 
gerous Boa in all their Rivers which renders. the navi~ 
gation extremely hazardous for any other than small 
Vessels constructed for the purpose and managed by peo= 
ple accustomed to such’ a difficult navigation, and these 
places being tributary to and immediately dependent on 
Siack, he determined to proceed direct to that place. 
Qn quitting Assahan a fever broke out on board the Brig 
and 25 out of 62 were unfit for duty. The Mission ae~ 
‘cordingly proceeded to Malacca for Medical aid and re= 
freshmentss the sick recovering speedily during the pase 
sage to that place, across the Straits. 

After a very short stay at Malacca the Agent proceed- 
ed to Siack. After four days sail up the River the Mis- 
sion reached thecity of Siack. Here there was a marked 
difference in the style of the Agent’s reception compared 
with the other places he had visited. No pains were 
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spared to evince the eordial welcome with which his ar~ 
rival was greeted. ‘Fhe Dutch had sent a Mission there 
a few months: before. The King would not permit them 
to proceed up the River and as he informed the Agent, 
had nade preparations to resist any attempt to force its 
Way up, having equipped about 59 war boats. A: young 
Gentleman in the Dutch Civil Service from Malacca 
(Mr. Anglebeck) and the Captain of the Datch Brig of 
War Syrene, were the Commissioners. The King de- 
scended the River to Bukit Batu, 80 miles below ca to 
‘meet the Dutch Mission. 

Partly by intimidation and partly by promises the 
Dutch prevailed upon the King to make a Treaty, con» 
taining 12 Articles; the exact nature of that Treaty the 
Agent. could -not ascertain, though the King assured him 
that he bad conceded nothing calculated to iafringe upon 
that entered into with Colonel Farquhar, as Agent to 
the Pinang Government. Some of the Datus or Chiefs 
however attempted to impress 4 belief that having ress 
torgd Malacca to athe Dutch, the ‘Treaty with Colonel 
Farquhar must, as a matter of course, be null and void. 
The Agent expostulated and soon convinced them of the 
fallacy of such reasoning, by reminding them that Co» 
lonel Farquhar, although he was at the time, Governor 
of Malaeca, was on that particular occasion not acting 
in his official capacity as thie Head of that Settlement, 
but as an Agent of the Pinang Government, specially dee 


26 RELATIONS OF THR PENANG: GOVERNMENT: WITH 


puted for the express purpose of forming a Commercial 
‘Treaty with the British Goverament. 

The Agent anxious to-ascertain precisely. the disposi-- 
sion and future intentions of the King. and his Chiefs 
obtained from: him an engagement, specifying. his wishe 
and intentions and alse received a letter from His Majesty: 
to the Governor.* Ou the part of the British: Governe- 
ment no concessions or promises were made.. 

Considerable apprehensions were entertained from the 
Dutch at Siack, which. were more particularly encreaved 
by daily: reports of the success of their arms in eonquering 
some provinces in the interior of Padang, not far from 
Menangkabau and they were apprehensive the Dutch 
had some sinister designs upon them and wished to pos~ 
sess a direct communication across from Siack to Padang. 
There was a Dutch Settlement at Pulo Gantang near 
the entrance of Siack River which was cutoff about 80: 
-years ago, since which period, during a long succession of 
Kings and various changes and revolutions there has not 
been any attempt made to renew the intercourse till res 
cently. The Agent was informed the Netherlands Go- 
vernment claimed some privileges and rights from an 
cient treaties which must long since have become ob= 
solete and cannot be binding upon the 5th or 6th genera. 
tion or give them any just pretentions whatever. 

The Rajah of Siack particularly enquired whether the 
English would give him assistance and protection, in case 

* Vide Appendix, No. 6 and 7. 
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the Dotel should’attempt‘tosettle in his Country’ by force, 
(for he: expressed’ his determination: to- resist. them as 
‘long as he had the power,); the Agent informed: him that 
he had no authority’ to-itterfere. in ‘political matters or 
to give any assurance at all, the Mission being porely 
of a commercial nature and designed to-improve the trade 
between the two: Countries; 

There was,.at the time the Mission visited Siack, a dis 
vision in-the Government, and two parties in the King~ 
dom. The Pangéran, Syed Zeen, was at the head of 
of one of them and there was a likelihood of a revolution, 
The Pangeran is one of the four Chiefs who usurped the 
Government fromthe former King and placed Syed Ally, 
his Prime Minister and Father of the present Chief upon 
the throne. He has many adherents aud is well sup- 
plied with arms. This Chief expressed himself displeased - 
with the conduct of the other Nobles of the Country in 
entering into a Treaty with the Dutch, The Agent fully 
explained to the Pangeran that-the British Government 
wished for no extension of territory, but merely desired 
a fair and equitable participation in the trade of the 
surrounding Countries and pointed ont: its decided obe 
jections to interfere in any of their internal disputes, 
The Pangeran gave the Agent 16 musters of different sorta 
of Yimber for Ship-building and other useful purposes, 
which, he assured him could he supplied to any extent 
and he expressed a great anxiety to renew the tende t. 
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Mr. Anderson remarked that the Siack River pos+ 
sesses great advantages in point of facility of navigation, 
from the even soundings. and deep channel, there not 
being a sand bank or dangerous shoal in the River, 
except a bar at the eutrance, on one side of which. there 
is a fine deep channel, tho’ narrow. 

The report of the Agent's proceedings was such as to 
demonstrate the value and importance on the States of.the 
Yeast Coast of Sumatra, in. a commercial point of view, 
to the British Settlements in the Straits of Malacca. Dur- 
ing the two last years the trade with the Pepper ports 
has continued to flourish and encreased quantities have 
been imported inte Pinang and Singapore. The depre+ 
ciated value of that Article, of late, however, has tended 
in some degree, to damp the energies and check the 
“industry of the cultivators, and it is to be feared the 
- quantity of produce is gradually exceeding the demand. 
However, the Natives now purchase their Opium and 
their Cloths in the same ratio, All these Articles and 
most Europe Manufactures have fallen in price propore 
tionably more than the Pepper in the Markets of P:nang 
and Singapore. ; 

Much will depend upon the construction the Dutch 
may put upon the late ‘Treaty, whether they will intere 
fere at all with several independeat States on the Kast 
Coast of Sumatra; whether the British Settlements in 
these Straits will be allowed a continuation of the ad 
vantageous comimerce which bas been for some years 
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past, carried on with these Statess.and whether the Ne- 
therlands Government will observe a just and liberal 
policy of not, agreeably to the intentions and expeciation 


of the home authorities, 


The quantity of Pepper imported’ from: the Fast Coast 
of Sumatra into Pinang, Malacea and Singapore, daring 
the present: year, has not been much short of 60,000 * 
Piculs and unless the price continues to decrease very 
materially, the produce will seon be much more, Langkat, 
Balu China, Deili and Sirdang are the principal Pepper 
ports; but small quantities have been also exported lately 
from Perchoot, Padang, Tanjong, Silow and Assahan, 

Tt may be useful to give a hasty sketch of the nature 
of the trade conducted at the-e principal ports and to 
subjoin a schedule of the duties, &e, beginning with 


=e 


an LANGKAT, 


ee 


Pepper is the grand staple of Langkat, but there are 
many other valuable Articles of produce exported from 
thence, viz. Rattans of different sorts, Bees Wax, Pulses, 


* The Statement in Appendix No, 8, exhibite the progreas of the Pepper 
ttade trom the ports on the Eaat Coastof Sumatra, : 


* 
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Gambier, Gold, Ivory, ‘Fobacco and Paddy.. Blachang 
forms another Article of export. The principal im- 
ports consist of Salt, Opium, Coarse Blue Cloths, Bug- 
gese Sarongs, Europe Chintzes and White Cloths, 
Scarlet Broad Cloth and Handkerchiefs for all of 
which the Natives have lately evinced a strong predilice 
tions Surat and Bengal Rugs, Iron, principally hoop and 
thin square, Ironmongery manufactured at Pinang, viz. 
Hoe:, Spades, Billhooks, &c, for the Pepper planters, 
Steel, Braziery consisting of Talams or large Platters, Pige 
dannies, Seree stands and Lamps; Swivels, Musquets and 
Gunpowers Silk Cloths from Batubara, also a variety of 
Achinese and Cotton Cloths, here are many other mi- 
nor Articles, always saleable here. The imports must 
be very considerable, to snpply the wants of the large 
population in the interior and the traders from the other 
side of the E-land, 

The duties are very moderate and the King seems 
disposed to promote commerce and agriculture. The 
following are the trifling duties levied at Langkat. 


Imports. _ Exports. 


Salt 4 Drs. per Coyan. Rice 8 Drs. per Coyan. 
Pepper2,, per 100 Gantons or 


Bhar. 
Rattans 4 ,, per 100 Bundles, 


All other Articles free of duty. 


— 
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BULU CHINA. 


ae 

The Pepper cultivation. in: the interior is very exten= 
sive. ‘Fhe price at Soonghal is $5 Dollars per Bhar or 
3 large Piculs, duty 3 DoHars, and transport down the 
River to Kampong Bendar brings the price to 20 Dollars 
per 100 Gantons or the Bhar, The Orang Kaya is the 
principal planter. He advances to each Batta cultivator, 
on his arrival from the Mountains, 160 Gantons of Paddy 
and a sufficiency of Salt for the year, and the necessary 
implements of husbandry, viz. a large Hoe, a Spades 
a Parang anda Basket. ‘This continues to be repeated 
annually for 3 years, when the Orang Kaya obtains 2-3rds 
of the Pepper at the low price of 9 Dollars: per Bhar and 
the other third at the selling price of ‘the day to traders. 
“The Pangulus or Superintendents get the profit of one 
third, being the difference between 9 Dollars and 13. 
The Vines bear after 3 years, the average produce. of 
each tree is reckoned at a-ganton measure or equal. to 
43 Catties. After sixteen years the Vines generally die. 
Dry poles are mostly used for their support, contrary to 
the custom at Pinang and the West Coast, where the 
Mangkudu tree is chiefly planted for propping the Vines. 
The gardens are kept beautifully clean. Sometimes the 


Natives plant Paddy, Tobacco, Pulse and Maize amongst 
~ the Vines, 
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The exports from Bula China consist of Gambier, of 
a peculiarly excellent quality, which is much prized by 
the Malays in the adjoining Countries. It usually sells 
for mote tHan double the price of the Rhio Gambier. The 
following is a Price Current of the principal articles of 


commerce at Bulu China, viz. 


Gambier... -... oe 30 Drs. per Laxsa or Ten 
; Thousand Cakes, 

Bees Wax................ 27g, oo Picul, 

Slaves ....... oe ++-+-90 to 40 each. 

Tobacco .... .....20.-00. 15 per Picul. 

Salt Geiser hows Baas 7 » 6 ,, 100 Gantons, 

Opium... ee kel ee, 76 ,, Cake. 

Elephanv’s Teeth large..... G0 to. 70 per Picul, 

Ditto small............ 400 55 ,, 
Rice............. ec+e--. 3 Gantons per Dollar when. . 
; scarce and 10 when 

abundant, 
Horses....... see eee slew eis 15 to 20 each. 
Green Peas............., 10 per 100 Gantons. 
Bijan... ee lll, 54, 100 ,, 


There is an endless Variety of goods and manufactures 
of different descriptions imported into this country and 
the taste for Europe Cottons is daily increasing, The 
undermentioned articles are. most commonly imported, 
viz. China Ware coarse, consisting of Plates, Cups and 
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Basons, Seree’ Stands, Kincobs,- Gold’ Thready. Opium, 
white Cetten Cloths, coarse country Cloths, broad Cloth, 
Salt, Ironmongery, Tin, Sabres, Blunderbusses, Swivels, 
Gunpowder, Looking Glasses, Brass Platess: besides these 
they import Pulicat Cloths with’ handsome borders, Pas 
lempores, and Silk and gold’ wrought Cloths from Triogas 
no, Palembang, Siack-and Batubara, 


The internal commerce of the country is very consi« 
derable, Traders from Alas, Gaion and Sinkel and 
other placeson the opposite side of the Island come over 
with various commodities, and carry back a,variety of 
the manufactures enumerated above, and traders from 
Soongha) carry up supplies to the numerous Batta states 
inland six or seven days journey. 


Fhe duties at Soonghal! areas follow, viz. 
Iuports, Exports. 


Salt....1 Drs. perCoyan, Pepper.. 2 Drs, per 100 
Gantons, 
Opium 1, — 4, Ball Gambier..1) 4, 4, Laxsa. 
Salt Fish 2 ,, 4, 1000 Wax..-..1 45 45 Picul. 
. Slaves....1 each. 
Tobacco ..1 per Picul. 


no other articles of import commerce are chargeable with 
duties. 
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-DELLI. 





The import and export Trade of Delli is almost pre«: 
cisely the same as Langkat and Bula China and it wills 
therefore be uinecessary. to repeat the various: articles of. 
produce and consumption, 

‘The following isa table of the duties and port charges 
at Delli. 

‘Ivports. 
All sorts of White and Blue Cloth, }: Pa ahi) 

Chintzes and Carpets Ye Drs, per Corges. 
Opium. . 2... cece eee cee eee eee 1 yy 45 Ball. 

Saltis sccc:ticts odiece seve oebiee weed 4 45 9 Coyans 

N. B The duty on Cloths was discontinued for a time, 
when the Agent visited Delli. 


Exports, 


Pepper...........8 Drs. per Coyan, 


Wax. c.cate ses t 55 95 Picul. 

Gambier........ 10 4) 5) Laxsa or Ten Thousand 
Cakes. 

Horves.. 22 ee eeee 1 each, 

Slaves. ....en-eee. 1, 

Brimstone..-.-... 1 Drs. per Picul. ” 

Tobeceo....----+. 1 do. 


Elephant Teeth....1, do. . 


t 
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Poar Crances —For a Ship 12.Dallars, a Brig 8 Dollars 
and a Sloop 6 Dollars. Halfa Dollar is also charged for 
the use of the Ganton measure, upon every Coyan of 
Pepper. This is a perquisite of the Shabandar and his 
assistant Nackoda Usool, 


The currency of Spanish Dollars and Duets or Pice, 
principally Dutch Pice of 1742 and. subsequent years, 
al-o half pice of the English: East India Company, 240 
to the Dollar, or 20 Copongs, each Copong (an imaginary 
Coin,) 12 pice. 

The weights and: measures are nearly the same as in 
all. the Malayan Countries in these Straits, the weights 
are the Catty, Picul and Bhar, the Catty Ampat Likur 
or 24 Dollars weight. The measures are the Chupah, 
Ganton and Coyan.. 


Se) 


SIRDANG. 


——at 


' The Commerce carried on at this place resembles that 
of Delli, Bulu China and Langkat, though not to such 
an extent, The trade however is rapidly encreasing, 
The Battas from a place called Dolok, come down in 
large parties to trade and the Alas people come across 
the mountains, bringing Camphor, Benjamin, Gold, &c. 
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which they barter for Cloth and: other. useful articles.. 
Very little Opium is consumed by the Malayan popula- 
tion at Sirdang, but considerable quantities are imported. 
to supply the Battas in the interior. 


The prices of the principal staples are as foHows, viz. 
Pepper .... 20 Dollars per Bhar or 100-Gantons 


Bijan...... 10. 4s + 100 do. 
Tobacco....10 4, - 45 Picul, 
White Peas 8 ,, ae ¥00 Gantons. 


It is difficult to form any correct estimate of the re= 
venues of the Rajah, ‘The duties are very inconsiderae 
ble, viz. on ; 

Pepper TI Dr. per 100 Gantons, 

Slaves I ,, each. 
but it was in contemplation to charge duties at Kampong 
Besar, Dorian and Kallambir on Pepper, Rice and: Salt. 


BATUBARA. 


ba 


The productions of Batubara are very trifling, Salt 
Fish and Silk Cloths are the principal exports. Opiua, 
about 70 Chests of China raw Silk and a large quantity 
of Salt, Cloths of various descriptions and manufactures 
similar to those previously detailed as imported into Bula 
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Chinz‘ form the import. The Batabara: people however, 
are the principal owners-of the Prows which bring the 
valuable produce of the other states to Pinang, Malacca 
and Singapore. Many of the Jnbabitants have accumu 
lated considerable wealth and are the owners of several 
Jarge Vessels, Slavesand Horses are brought down from 
the interior, in considerable numbers. 


‘Fhe Shabandar informed the Agent to the Pinang Go= 
vernment that there are not less than 600 Trading Prows 
belonging to the port of Batubara, 


Batubara is a free port, and the Coins, weights and mea 
sures are the same as at the other ports. By a late re« 


gulation however, Sicca Rupees, half and quarter Hupess 
are also (o pass current. 


ASSAHAN. 


The Commerce of Assahan has very much decreased, 
compared with whet it formerly was, but there are still 
about 80 Prows of different sizes belonging to the Country 
engaged in conveying the produce of the country to the 
British Settlements, Malacca and the adjoining Malay 
States. Many Prows from Batubara frequent Axsahan 
to procure Rice and Paddy. The chief imports consist 


ag 
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of Salt, Opium and coarse blue and white Cloths, for the 
consumption of the Bactas in the interior, but many other 
articles, such as have been described to be imported jute- 


Delli and other places are also carried to Assahan, 


exports are 
Kayu Lakar or Dye Wood 
Rattans - -< 5 = = = 


Pulse « = « © = « « 


Paddy - = = 5 = = «= 


Rice - = = = 2 - = 
Wax - - - - + © = 
Mats (Bidei) large = = = 


Horses « © = = = @ 


The 
Average price 
1d per Picul. 
JO 4g. Laxsa, 
10-4, 100 Gantons, 
ly, 25 to 30, 
-1 +4, 12 to. 15, 
32 yy Picul, 
12 ,, Corge. 


10 to 20 each, 


Slaves (Women) = = = 40 each. 
Do (Children) - = = = 20 4, 
Do. (Men Old) = = = © 12 to 1d. 


The duties are as under, 


no duty, but the purchase monopolized 


Imponts, 
Salt - + = 2 Drs. per Coyan. 
Opium = = 
Tin- = - ‘ 
Gunpowder by ‘the. Rajab. 
All other articles imported, free of duty. 
Exports. 
Paddy = = = 2 Drs. per Coyan, 
Rice - - = 16 4, Sy 
Slaves - - - 2 each. 


ME tl fs ee 


_ 4 Des ner Pien). 
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Feareans «25 
Mats ce @ 
White Peas“ =~ 8 
Onions “« * - + 


Rattans Senambu: 10 
Manow or White ,, 


Do. Whip: Ss 
Fishing lines rib F 
Fishing Net lines) ? 
Laka Wood -.- + 
Dragon’s blood - £ 
Horses « = =. 2 
Trowsers = = 24 
Batta Tobacco - 8 







3 


per 1000 Bundles, 
: ax Gorge. . 


” : 

ay Coy an. 
nos” Piculy 

x» 5 HOOK - 

39 » 7 

2” 3” ” 

Dr. per 100 Rolls, 
39 99 Picul. 

39 oh i 3” 

3» €ach, 

per cent ad valorem. 
»» per Picul, 
SSNs 


STACK. 





In former times when 30 or 40 large Buggese Prows 
richly laden and many Ships and Brigs from Java, Coro« 
mandel and other places used to frequent Siack every 


year, the commerce was very considerable. 


The quan. 


tity of Salt annually imported at that time, was estimated 
by the Pangiran at 1000 Coyans or 2500 Tons, 6 or 700 
Chests of raw Silk and apwards of 100 Chests of Opium. 
The export of Gold scldom fell short of three Piculs 


weight in a year, 


The Country still possesses the same 
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resources as formerly, but the internal: disturbances have 
caused a temporary suspension of the trade, which might,. 
under proper management and political interference soon 
be restored again to its wonted activity and prosperity, 
and thousands of people who-are now suffering the mo.t 
dreadful persecutions from an infaiuaied religious sect 
called Rinchi, or the Padres, be relieved from intolerable 
oppression, There is no doubt the trade of the interior 
might be drawn down to Siack again. The Dutch ape 
peared to have some deep scheme in attacking the Rin- 
chis from Padang and applying for a Settlement at Siack. 
If they were tocarry this into effect, the whole country 
would be onder their controul. “kt isto be hoped Lows 
ever, the British Government will not be so utterly ine 
attentive to ils own true interests and will support its 
ju-t and reasonable pretensions, founded upon the Treaty 
of Colonel Farquhar of 1818, which entirely precludes the 
Dutch from forming auy Settlement or interfering in the 
internal administration of the country, though they are 
at prefect liberty to trade upun the same fair and equis 
table terms that we now do. 

Although the trade of Sinck has been so materially 
circumscribed within the last fifteen years, there is stilla 
very considerable commerce their Vessels proceeding, 
with the prodece of the country, in great numbers to 
Malacca and Singapore and a few occasionally visiting 
Pinang. The principal exports of the state are Rattans, 
viz. Jernang, Batu aud Semamboo, Dammar, Dye ‘Wood, 


THR. STATES ON THE RAST COAST OF SUMATRAS 


41 


Ebony, Agila Wood, Wax, Ivory, Silk Cloths, Camphor, 
Fish Roes and Gold, Coffee has lately become an article 


of export, 


The imports of Siack may be enumerated as follows, 
Coast Cloths consisting of btue Murehs, Chetopans, She- 
curtams, Kain Gajah or coarse browa Cloth, Kalamkaries, 
Chawats, Surat and Coast Chintzes, Burepe Chinizes and 
white Cloths, Chindies Silk and Cotton, TafFitaes, Gold 
Thread, raw Silk, Gumlae, coarse Plates and Dishe:, 
Salt, Quallies or cooking Pots of Siam, tron, Steel in Bars 
and Tubs, Java ‘Tobacco, precious Stones from Ceylon 
and other places for Rings and ornaments, Gunpowder, 
Tin, Muskets, Swivels and Opiam, 

The duties of Siack are on | 


Im Ponts 


Opiuin..20 Drs. per Chest. 


Salt ..-. 8 gy 
Do. Java 10 ,, 
Raw Silk 5 ,, 


FErrope ? 

& Coast 7 5 yy 
Cloths S 
Merchan’)} 

dise im- 
ported in So a5 
Junks of | 


all sorts. J 


9 Coyan. 


33 


55 Cent 


bd 


Exrorts, 


Gabru. .25 Drs. per Picul, 


Wax..--2 45 


Gambier + ,,. 


Fish Roes 22 4, 
Salt Fish 2. ,, 
Sago.... 8 4, 


_ do. 

do. is 
yy 1000, | 
» 1000, | 
»» Coyan. i 


All other articles are free of export or import duty. 
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Siack produces a great quantity and variety of excellent 
and durable. Timber, in which article there was a con= 
siderable trade with Prince of Wales Island about thirteew 
er fourteen years ago. 
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No, 1. 


Taraty or Commenctan Atitance between the Ho- 
norcble Eingiish East India Company and His Majesty 
Paduka Sri Sultan Abdul Jallil Haliludin Henul 
Sultan Abdul Jallit Syphudin, King. of Siack, Sri 
Endrapoora and Dependencies settled by Major 
Willan Farquhar, Resident of Malacca, in virtue 
of Powers delegated to him by the Honorable John 
dievander Bannerman, Governor of Prince of Wales 
Island &nd its Dependencies. 


Article Ist. 
The Peace and Friendship now happily subsisting [bet ween 
the Honorable tnglish East India Company aud His Majesty 
the Sultan of Siack ssi Endrapoora, shall be perpetual. 
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Arlicle 2ndi- 

The Vessels and Merchandize belonging to British Subjects, 
at Persons being under the protection of the Honorable Bast 
India’ Company, shall always: enjoy inthe Ports or Dominions 
subject’ to His Majesty the Sultan of Siack Sri Eudrapoora all 
the privileges and advantages, which are now, or may at any 
time hereafter be granted to the subjects of the most favored 
Nations. 

Article 3rd. 

The Vessels: and Merchandize belonging to the Subjects of 
His Majesty the Sultan of Siack- Sri Endeapoora shall always 
reccive similar advavtages aud privileges in the Harbour of 
Fort Cornwallis, and-in allother places dependent on the Bri+ 
tish Government of Prince of Wales Island. 

Article 4th, 

His Majesty the Sultan of Siack, Sri Endrapoora, shall not 
renew apy obsolete and interrapted Treaties with other Nations, 
Public Bodies or individuals, the Provisions of which may, 
in any degree, tend to exclude or obstruct the trade of British 
Subjects, who farther shall not be burthened with any imposi- 
tions or duties, not levied on the subjects of uther States, 

Article 5th. 

His Majesty the Sultan of Siack, Sri Endrapoora farther 
engages that he wil upon wo pretence whatever grant a Mo- 
nopoly of any Articles of Trade or Commodities, the produce 
of his Vereiteries to auy Person or Persons, European, Ame- 
_ rican ot Native. 

Article 6th. 

It is finally declared that this Treaty, which according to 

the foregoing Articles, is meant for promoting the Peace and 
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Friendship: of the two States; and securing the liberty of 
commerce and navigation between their respective subjects, 
to the mutual advantage of both, shall last for ever. 

In token of truth and for the setisfaction of both parties, 
we have hereunto affixed our Signatures and Seals at Bukit 
Battoo, in the Kingdom of Siack, this Thirty first day of the 
Mouth of August, in the Year of our Lord 1818, answering to 
the Twenty Seventh day of the Month Sawal, in the year of 
the Hegira 1233. 


SEAL CHOP 
of of . 
Major Farquhar, the King of Siack, 


(Signed) Wa. Fa:quhar, 
Major of Engineers, 
Resident of Malacca 
and Comunissioner on 
the part of the Bri- 
tish Government. 








No. 2. 


CHOP) Travsyation of and Engagement respecting the Cura 

bain Poi rency of Delli, and the Butta Country. 
Paneinn of We the Fuanko Sultan Panglima who govern the Kingdom 
Delli. of Deili and the great Batia Rajah Sebaya Linga give this 
Sinutare of meagement to Mr. John Anderson, Agent to the Goveruce 
the Rajah gj-of Polo Pinang, With respect to the desire of the Governor 
biya Livga. of Pivang that emall Dollars shall pass Current in Delli and 
its Dependencies; We have determiued that they shall pase 


. 
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in future; and we request that Mr. John Anderson will ac- 
quaint the Governor of the same, on his return to Pinang, and 
give notice to the Merchants of that place, that they may bring 
er send small Dollats to Delli and Bulw China, for the pur- 
chase of Pepper; for the Currency is established, Dated ia 
the year Jim 1238, Monday 7th of Jemadil-Akhir. 


fre nna} 


No. 3. 


Travstarion of an Engagement from the Sultan 
Panglima of Deli. 
Adverting to the letier from the Governor of Pulo Pinang, 

_ brought by .Mr. Anderson, 1 Tuanko Sultan Panglima who 

gorvern the Kingdom of Delli and its Dependencies of Lang- 

‘kat, Bula China, Perehoot and other States, being extremely 

desirous to improve the cammerce with Pulo Pinang and to 

preserve a Giendly relation with the Governor of that place, 
make this engagement with the Governor of Pulo Pinang, 

Ist. if the Dutch or any other Power should request a Set. 
tlement at Delli or any of the places sulject to my authority, 
J will not grant it, nor will T make any exclusive contracts 
with them respecting Trade; I wish to trade as formerly with 
the Merchants of Palo Pinang. 

Quad, No other or greater duties shall be charged than 
specified in the list given to the former Agent of the Governor 
of Pinang. 

8rd, Traders of all descriptions from Pinang shall be at 
perfect liberty to import any goods they please and buy and sell 
iu auy part of my Dominions, free of all interruption and I will 


CHOP 
of the Sulfan 
Panglima of 
Delli, 


Signature 
of Sie Saltan 
. Besar of Sir. 

davg, 
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render them every aid in difficulty, in order there may be an 
extensive trade and tlat Merchants may flock in numbers to 
Delli. I, 
4ih. } shall introduce the currency of small Dollars into this 
Country, Dated 1238, in the year Jim, 7th Jemadil-Akuir, 





No. 4 


Tnavstation of a Letter from the Sullan Besar of 
Sirdang to the Honoratle W. E, Phillips, Governor 
of Pulo Pinang. 

" (arran rg usvan COMPLIMENTS.) 

Thave reecived my feiend’s letier by his Agent, Mr. Joho 
Anderson, with the highest satisfaction, My friend adverts,. 
in that leGer, to the commerce between Sirdavg and Pulv Pi- 
nang and expresses a wish for its prosperity and an encreased 
communication between the 2 Countries, It yl afford me - 
infinite gratification to be on terms of amity with nay friend 
and to see an extensive trade between my country and Pulo 
Pinang aad [ will, not enter into any commercial contracts or 
exclusive engagements with any other country, L wish to 
make arrangements with the Merchants of Pulo Pinang, and 
whatever Merchandize passes out of this Kingdom I intend: 
to send to Pulo Pinang. On the subject of commerce gene. 
tally, L have communicated at length and freely with my, 
friends Agent, Mr, John Anderson, and acquainted him with 
all the articles of Merehandize suitable for the demand iu this 
country and with regard to my revenues and duties, 


Dated 18th of Jemadel-Awal, 1228, Friday, 
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No. 5. 


Traxstation of an Engagement transmilled by the 

Rajah of Langkat. 

With respect to the letter from my friend the Governor of 
Pinavg, brought by his Agent Mr. Anderson, £ have taken 
the subject of it into consideration and have bad a fall expla- 
haiton regarding the commerce of Langkat, with Mr, Ander. 
son, Being extremely desirous to cultivate a more intimate 
correspondence with the Governor of Pulo Pinang, and to 
encourage traders feom that place to come to Laogkat, [am 
foduced to send the Governor of Pulo Pinang the following 
engagement for the purpose of strengthening and perpetuating: 
the fiiendship and mercantile communication with Palo Pinang. 


Ist. I will make no exclusive contracts with the Dutch o¢ 


any other Government, my intention aud wish is to trade as 
hitherto with Pinang, 


2nd. Aay traders from Pinang shall experience every ase 
sistance from me that they may have uo difficulties, and that 
Merchandise may be imported inte aad exported from Lang- 
kat and Pinang without intecruption, * 


3rd. The duties of Langkat are fixed as follows, viz. Pep. 
per 2 Dollars per 100 Gantons, Rattans 50 Piece ord a Dollar 
per 100 Bundles, Salt 4 Dollars per Coyan, 1 ice 8 Dollars per 
Coyan; and vo more shall be charged upon these or any other 
articles of Trade, Or Europe Cloths, Opium, &e. no duty will 
be charged, and whosoever pleases may hring and sell them 


in Langkat, as it is my desire to encourage an extensive 
demaud. 


CHOP 
of Kejarnan 
Mada Rajah 
of Langkat. 
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Mh. 1 will endeavour to- entreduce the eurreney of Dollars. 
and Rupees to facilitate the Trade, but this is not settled yet. 
Dated in the year Jim 1238, 4th day of Jemadil-Akhir. _ 








‘No. 6: 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Paduka: Sri Sultan 
Abdul Jaltil Khal-ileudin King of Siack, to the Hono» 
rable W’. EB. Phillips, Governor of Pulo Pinang. 


AFTER A VERY COMPLIMENTARY INTRODUCTION, 


CHOP — May my friend be informed that with regard to bis favor or 
of the King of friendly communication brought by his Agent Mr. Joho 

eee Anderson, it has come to my hands in safety and E received it 
; with that Ceremony due and usual amongst Malay Kings, 
I opened its envelupe and perused with care ils contents, which 
I perfectly comprebend. Moreover, my friend has deputed 
to mean Agent Mr. John Anderson, to communicate with me 
and devise plans for encouraging the Trade between the Coun. 
tries of Siack and Pulo Pinang. I feel extremely gratified by 
this proof of my frieud’s attentiun and good will, and E rely upon 
his assistance to me in case of difficullies coming upon we, 
Further in regard to all the Countriesand States that are Tri-’ 
butary to Siack, ¥ will give orders to them and to all the No. 
quedahs, or Commanders of Vessels who are in the habit of 
trading, to continue their avocations as heretofore, nor will Lin- 
terrupt or hinder them from going where they please, to Pi. 
nang or any other place, and I shall be happy to see my friend’s 
Country become prosperous and frequented by Traders of 


, 
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tine. T trust also the intercourse will be mutual and fo the 
protection of my friend and that’ there’ may be no cessation of 
cominunication between Pulo Pinang and Siack,- that my heart 
may beat ease. F shaltnever becareless or forgetful of my 
friend, and further with regard to my present circumstances 
it is possible the Dutch nvay attack me;- for Malacca is very 
near Siack and that Government is powerful and I am weak, 
(literaly hard and'soft, ) and F therefore place my firm reliance 
aponmy friend and the English Government, I have parti- 
cularly to request my friend ‘to reply to this letter forthwith, 
to shew bis intentionsand disposition towards me, in order that 
my miud may be at ease. T have given Mr, Jolin Anderson an 
engagement relative to trade which be will shew to my friend.” 
A smalt present in setura for those presented-to him, 


Dated [lth of Rajap, Monday at 10'0’Clock in the fore- 
foun, in the year 1238, 





No. 7, 


Taansiation of an Engagement presented by the King 
of Siack, to Mr. John Anderson, Agent to the Gover- 
nor of Pulo Pinong, 


The letter from the Honorable William Edward Phillips, 
Governor of Pnlo Pinang, of which his Agent, Mr. Joha 
Anderson, had the charge, duly reached His Majesty who is 
seated on the Throne of Siack, and respecting all that is there- 


in contained relating to the good Will of the Governor of Pulo 


cCHorPr 
of the King of 
Siack, 
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Pinang. and. tWe- improvement’ and ‘enlargement of Mercantile 
Connexions. between Siack and Pulo. Pinang His Majesty is 
impressed: with the greatest satisfaction, because Siack and ity: | 
Dependencica will- thereby become: populous and. there will be- 
@ constant and beneficial: intercourse with Pinang, . wherefore 
His. Majesty in concert with his Chiefs, viz. the Tuanke Pange- 
Tima Besar, the Datu Sri Biji Wangsa,.the Date Maharaja 
Lela Muda and the Tuan Imaum: have confirmed the Treaty 

~ formerly given to Colonel Farquhar, Agent of the Governor 
of Pulo Pinang ‘and in addition to that His: Majesty and the 
5 Chiefs above named make the following engagement‘and send 
it to the Governor of Pulo Pinang, for the purpose of strength. 
ening and perpetwating their reciprocal friendship and that 
there may beno change or variation in the connexion between 
Siack and Pulo Pinang for ever and ever, 

Ist. His Majesty and the 5 Chiefs will not grant the Dutch’ 
or any other Nationa Settlement or permit them to hoist their 
Colours or reside at Siack or any place under its Dominion, 

2ud. Eis Majesty, and Chiefs will not interrupt or prevent 
any Noquedahs of Vessels*or ‘Traders from going to Pinang 
and will not give any orders to trade solely with Malacea, 
but they shall be at full liberty to follow their own inclinations 
and proceed to Pinang as heretofore. 

3rd. There shall be no interference with the Chiefs of the 
States tributary to Siack, and they shall also have full power 
to enter into any negotiations or make any engagements wilh 
Pinang, which shall not be Hable to be altered or varied by 
Nis Majesty and the Datus, and the Chiefs shall be at liberty 
to trade with Pinang as they please, 


















hall meet with. no interruption at Sia 
d-sellewhere they: ple ase, ~ 

th. To: all Prows; Brigs or Ships’ whiche may come gee 

e atSiack, meeting with any accident either there or at 

His Majesty and the Chiefs engage to render every possit 

rps toenable them to return io safety to Pinang. 
Lhe.duties: established* on imports from Pinang or ex- 

forts from Siack- are fixed by a list delivered to Mr. Joha 

- Anderson and they shall not be altered’ or varied. 





ath, His Majesty ¥nd Chiefs will not countenance or permit 

“any Pirates to- remain in Siack or its: Dependencies, but. will 

“turn themvout ia-order that the Trade between Siack aud Pulo 
‘Pinang may flourish, eae ok 

Sih. If His Majesty or his Country shall be involved in dif- - 

fevly, be will give notice to the Governorof Pulo Pinang and 

beg assistance and advice, 

_ Such is the engagement of the King of Siack and his Chiefs 


sent to the Governor of Pinang, . 
Dated the 12th Rajap in the year 1238. e 
i i : 2 — 
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SraTEMENT OF THE , or Pzppsenr, Inpiied linc of oa 
from Deili, Bulu China, Langkat, Sirdang and other Por on the East 
—e Suataiee between Timian and Siack, from 1817-18 to 1823<24. 
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